National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month
&
Day of Prayer Toolkit
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National Slavery and Humanrafficking Prevention Month

President Obama designated January 2017
National Slavery and Human Trafficki
Preventon Month by presidential proclamation
on December 28, 2016This month provides an

excellent opportunity to increase awareness
about human trafficking and traffickinjFE &% &

prevention. Asnoted by the t NB & A R Griyigi Rl
National Slavery and Human Traffickir il
Prevention Month, we resolve to shine a light
every dark corner where human trafficking st
threatens the basic rights and freedoms ¢

othersé \
In the upcoming weekswe encourage you to
undertakeefforts to raiseawarenessand educate CNS photo/Carlos Barria, Reuters
communities on human traffickingn doing so,

you can als@romote best practices tbelpadvance antirafficking iniatitives.

Day of Prayer

February & has been designated ke Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace and the International
Union of Superiors Generas an annual day of prayer and awareness against human trafficking. February
8th is the feast day of St. Josephine Bakhita, who was kidnapped as a child and sslaviertp in Sudan

and Italy.She learned from Canossian nuns that she was creatditeiimage of God and possessed
human dignity.Onceshe asserted herself and refused to be enslavlEdephine became a Canossian
sisterand dedicated her life to sharingghtestament of deliverance from slavery and comforting the poor
and suffering. She was declared a Saint in 2000.

On February @, Catholics all over the world are encouraged to host
or attend prayer services to create greater awareness abomian
trafficking Through prayer, we not only reflect on the experiences of
those that have suffered through this affront to human dignity but
also comfort, strengthen, and help empower survivoks. Bishop
Eusebio Elizondo, former Chairman of the Committee on Miyrat
hasa it G SRY ahy GKIFIG RFEeX ¢S gAff
. and love for trafficking victims and survivors. If just one person
A realizes from this day that they or someone they know is being
GNI FFAOI SR 4SS oAttt KIF@OS YIRS |

Please find in this toolkit suggestions on how you can celebrate and
educate others on National Slavery and Human Trafficking

CNS photo/L'Osservatore Romar
via Reliters Prevention Month and thennualDay ofPrayer.
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/12/28/presidential-proclamation-national-slavery-and-human-trafficking
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/12/28/presidential-proclamation-national-slavery-and-human-trafficking

HumanTrafficking Backgroundnd Overview

Factsabout Human Trafficking
M There are an estimated 21 million victims laof gwith the majority
trapped in situations ofabor trafficking

1 Eachyear; aerdss U.S. borders and
forced into slavery.

1 Unfortunately, stakeholders have increasingly found that individuals in situations of forced
migration, such as refugees and unaccompanied childremare

9 Victim identification remains a significant challenge to U.S. efforts to prevent trafficking,
prosecute perpetrators, and protect victims.

¢CKS / KdzZNOKQa t2aAbGA2y 2y 1dzYly ¢NIFFAOlAY3
1 Theelimination of human trafficking and serving and empowering trafficking survisansriority
issuefor the Catholic Church

1 In 2014, Pope Francis stated during Declaration orthe International Day for the Abolition of
Slavery & wa 8 2 RS me¥ms &f humahSraffieking, fosted labor and prostitution, and organ
trafficking, is a crime against humanity. Its victims are from all walks of life, but are most

FNBljdzSyGte FY2y3a GKS LIR22NBadG FyR Yz2al @dzZ ySNI

USCCB/MRAnti-TraffickingPrograms and Initiatives:
1 For over a decadé, { / / Migeadion and Refugee Services (USCCB/MRS) has been a leader in
the U.S. and global response to human traffickibgpperates an Antirafficking Program to
coordinate the response of thg.S.Catholic Church.

1 Education & Outreach:
AMISTADUSCCBIRS created the Amistad Movement to educaed engageimmigrant
leaders in the fight against human trafficking within communities that are frequently vulnerable
to trafficking and exploitation in the United States. The Amistad Movement is intended to
empower immigrants through a comprehensive and intensiantng programClickhere to
learn more about the AMISTAD program

SHEPERD(Sop Human Trafficking andsxploitation, Protect, Help, Empower and Restore
Dignity): USCCBRS is continually working to raise awareness of human trafficking and modern
day slavery within the American Catholic communiBtick here for more infamation on
requestingthe SHEPHERD toolkit.

1 Coalition BuildingThrough a cooperative agreement with the Department of Statg] in
furtherance of its relationshipvith the Apostleship of the Se&SCCB/MRS is implementing
COMPAS@he Coalition ofOrganizations and Ministries Promotiniget Abolition of Slavery at
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http://www.ilo.org/global/topics/forced-labour/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/topics/forced-labour/lang--en/index.htm
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL34317.pdf
http://www.caritas.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/CoatnetParis15Report.pdf
http://www.caritas.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/CoatnetParis15Report.pdf
http://dev.usccb.org/about/anti-trafficking-program/amistad.cfm
http://dev.usccb.org/about/anti-trafficking-program/become-a-shepherd-tool-kit.cfm

Seg. COMPASS waslho strengthen the coordination, collaboration, and capacity of ghebal
Catholic Churd @sponse to maritime trafficking and labor exploitation, as well as supply chain
transparencyClickhereto learn more about the COMPASS initiative.

Services forSurvivors USCCB/MRS provides case managensavicesto foreignborn
survivorsof trafficking and derivative family members as part of the Trafficking Victims Assistance
Program (TVAHRunded bythe Department of Healttand Human ServiceHHS) USCCB/MRS
serves HS regions 3Delaware, Pennsylvania, Washington DC, Maryland, Virginia and West
Virginia)and 6(Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas, Oklahoma and New Meédutijionally, USCCB/MRS

Oy &SNWS GNIFTFAO|IAYI &dzNDAG2NR ddapita sewideS s |

mechanism.

CNS photo/Sam Lucero, The Compass

Talking Points

As Catholics, we believe in the dignity of every human life and vehemently oppose human
trafficking and moderrday slavenas itcontraveneshasic human dignity

AsPope Francis hastated:a | dzY 'y GNI FFAOLAYy3a A& +y 2Ly g2
society, ascourge upon the body of Christ.

There are an estimated 21 million victims of human trafficking worldwidery country in the
world is affected by hunmatrafficking, including the United States
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http://dev.usccb.org/about/anti-trafficking-program/compass.cfm

1 Migrants and refugees are particularly vulnerable to human traffickimg.estimated 17,500
individuals are trafficked across U.S. borders and forced into slaaetyyear

1 InFiscal Year 2016, the Federaldaw of Investigationspenedl,894domestic and international
traffickingcasesand theDepartment of Homeland Security initiated 1,025 cases.

1 Although sex trafficking remains a serious probldorgign victims are more often found in
situations of labor trafficking. In fadhe two largest trafficking cases in the United States involved
labor trafficking in Guam and New York.

1 In addition to working to eradicate human trafficking, our nation should ensure that victims have
the services and support they need to heal, find affordable housing, earn a living wage, and obtain
selfsufficiency.

CNS photo/Stringer, EPA

Letters tothe Editor Tips

Writing a letter to the editor (LTE) is the perfect way to offeur perspectiver express your appreciation
for an alreadypublished article or commentary piece.

Please let us know if your lettep tthe editor is published! Wevill promote it on our social media
platforms Completing this final step in theTELINE OS&da KSft LJa Sy & dziBs eveK | {
greater. Email us atIRSTraff@usccb.owjth a link to your published LTE.
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mailto:MRSTraff@usccb.org

Letter to the Editor Writing Tips

1 Keep it shor{150-250 words) If you do notedit your LTE, the news outlet might edit it for you.
Since they cad cut out your main point, it ibest to write something both punchy and brief.

1 Speak in your own voic&xplainwhy the article matters to you. Talk about your faith,
professional experienc®r knowledge ohuman trafficking Be personal and authentic.

1 Get local Editors are generally more interested in letters that highlight local impacts. Can you
relate the issues raised in a national piecelmman traffickingto issues impacting your own
community?

1 Follow these best practices:
1) Reference a recent articleif(possible). Your letter is most likely to be published if it
responds directly to the newspaper's recent coverage of a speGifiickingissue. Mentbn
the article you argesponding to by its headline and daidépublication
2) Send your LTE in theody of your email not as an attachment.
3) Include contact information Include your full name, contact information, location, and
profession or expertise (if relevant) in the email as well. (The paper will not print your contact
information.)

1 Betimely. Try to get your LT&bmittedwithin 1-3 days after the relevant article is published.

Sample Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor

Your recent article[name of article] discussing the issue d¢fabor/sex trafficking/ supply chain
transparency expertly highlighted the existence of trafficking and human exploitation in our
[community/country. | found this piece particularly timely as January isNB#onal Savery ancHuman
Trafficking Prevention Month. Our [country/community has aproud history of addressing human
trafficking but we can andmust do more to ensure that victims are properly identified and assistad
month serves as an opportunity to not just raiaeareness of human traffickinigut to commit to
redoubling ourengagenent in meaningful prevention methodsAnd while we should make this
commitment duringthe month ofJanuary, | urge us to remember thaepention and education efforts
should be a focus evedayof the year

Sincerely,
OR(when responding to an article withreligious theme othat mentions a bishop or Church leader)

Dear Editor,

Your recent articlejname of article] discussing the issue of human trafficking and human exploitation
was[jarring/uplifting]. As a Catholic, | understandatthuman traffickirg undermines basic human dignity
and inflictsharm upon human life. The prevention of human trafficking and misery is a moralasgue




onethat we mustcome together tcadvance Our Catholic communitgelievesthat all humans are made
in the image and likeness of Ga#ls he Churclprepares tocelebrate the Day of Prayer for St. Josephine
Bakita on February 8thl hope my fellow parishioners will take tlogportunity to raise awarenessf
human traffickingFurther,| hope that all Catholicwill take the opportunity toeducate themselves on
this form of human suffering so that we can be befesitionedto eradicate this terrible crime.

Sincerely,

Anti-Trafficking Social Media Template

Posts for National Human Trafficking Awareness Dan(iary 11)

Twitter:
1 January 11th is National Human Trafficking Awareness We pray for all victims of trafficking
& work to #endtrafficking & #stopslavery

Facebook:

1 January 1ltthasbeen designated as National Human Trafficking AwarenagsiDday we pray
for all survivors of trafficking andork to #endtrafficking anétstopslavery To learn more about
the U.S.Conference of Catholic BishopsMigration and Refugee Servic@s LTyafficking
Program visit: http://bit.ly/1Tcwcdg

HHS Thunderclap:
T W2 Ay Thuddgrdap pagto amplify the following message on January 11 (Human Trafficking
' g1 NBySaa 5Fe0Y aLGQa braGA2yf 11 dzYkry¢eNF FFAQ
Report a tip (88873-7888) learn the signéittp:/thndr.me/ Ica3Ag
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http://bit.ly/1Tcwcdq
https://www.thunderclap.it/projects/51268-endtrafficking-now?locale=en&utm_source=socialmedia&utm_campaign=endtrafficking&utm_medium=thunderclap
http://thndr.me/Ica3As

Postsfor National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month (alDahuary:
Twitter:
1 January is national slavery & #humantrafficking prevention month. Learn about @MRSserves
#antitrafficking program alittp://bit.ly/1Tcwcdg

1 InJanuary, we draw attention to #slavery & #humantrafficking. Learn about how you can help by
visitinghttp://bit.ly/2hAEEXD

Facebook:
1 January has been desiped as National Slavery and Human TraffickeyentionMonth. There
are more thark1 millionpeople who have been affected by human trafficking worldwide. To learn
more abouttrafficking andhowi KS | ®{ ® / 2y FSNBYyOS 2F /I GK2fA
Services is helpirgurvivors visit: hitp://bit.ly/2hAEFXD
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“Human

trafficking is a ‘
crime against 2
humanity. We

must unite our
efforts to free
victims and stop

this crime.”

AS LEADERS IN THE GLOBAL
UNDERTAKING

WE MUST ALWAYS REMEMBER
THAT OUR FREEDOM
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IS BOUND TO THE FREEDOM OF
OTHERS "

TO END THE EXPLOITATION OF
HUMAN BEINGS FOR PROFIT,

.

Posts forthe Day of PrayefFebruary 8)
Twitter:
Leading up to th®ay of Prayer

1 A survivor of kidnapping and #slavery, we celebrate a Day of #Prayer for St. Josephine Bakhita,
the Patron Saint of Sudan, on Feb. 8th

1 Tomorrow, we will celebrate a Day of #Prayer for Saint Bakhita as we prayriororsof
#humantrafficking and #slavery

On the Day of Prayer:
1 70 years ago, St. Bakhita, Patron Saint of Sudan, passed away. Today, we pray for those who have
been victims of #slavery & trafficking

(@



http://bit.ly/1Tcwcdq
http://bit.ly/2hAEFxD
http://bit.ly/2hAEFxD

1 Today, we celebrate a Day of #Praj@rvictims of #humantraffickig & #slavery as we celebrate
the incredible Saint Bakhita

Facebook:

9 St. Bakhitasurvivedslaveryand persevered Onceshe gained freedom by asserting her human
dignity and refusing to be enslaveihsephine became a Canosssister. Shaledicated her life
to sharing her testament of deliverance from slavery and comforting the poor and suffdring.
her honor, we recognize today as a Day of #Prayer for victims of #humantrafficking and #slavery

1 Many years ago Josephine Bakhita liveéd atave. Years later, St. Bakhita was canonized and is

now known as the patron Saint of Sudan. Today, in her honor, we pray for all of those who have
been victims of slavery and trafficking

Graphic

Community Engagement ldeas

1 Learnto be a Responsible&Consumer Visit the following websites to leamore about which
goods may beroducts of forced or child labor:

o Slavery Footprintattp://slaveryfootprint.org/

0 U.S. Department of Labdtist of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Dabor
https://www.dol.gov/ilab/reports/child-labor/list-of-goods/

0 U.S. Department of LabdByeat & Tojt https://www.dol.gov/dol/apps/ilab.htm

0 CRSEthical Tradehttp://ethicaltrade.crs.org/
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http://slaveryfootprint.org/
https://www.dol.gov/ilab/reports/child-labor/list-of-goods/
https://www.dol.gov/dol/apps/ilab.htm
http://ethicaltrade.crs.org/

1 UrgeLawmakerdo Reintroducell KS & . dzaAy Saa {dzllJ & / KFAY |¢N
and Slavery A¢ 2 T Galfbothpysié Senators and your Representative. You can call the
Capitol Switchboard at (202) 22421 or find their direct office lines on their websites at
www.house.gov and www.senate.gov. Tell them:

o I'm your constituent from [city, statefnd | care about victims of human trafficking and
supply chain transparency.

o L dzZNBS @&2dz 42 NBAYUINRRddzOS (GKS d&.dzaAaAySaa | {d
{tF@OSNE ! OG 2F HnAmp dE

0 As aconsumer, | want to be able to make responsible choices amdifiédent that the
products | buy are free of forced labor and human trafficking.

1 Host an Educational Evenitiost a movie night and screen one of the following films in order
to further educate your community on human traffickir®ee brief synopsis ars&imple group
discussion questionselow.

o St. Bakhita:
SYNOPSI®We first meet Bakhitan a rural village of Sudan when she is captured by slave
traders. After years of being beaten and abused, a white merchant Federico Marin buys
her from her current owner and brings her to Italy. Once in the Marin household, the
daughter of the master Aora takes a strong liking to Bakhita and chooses her as her
nanny. Bakhita is treated like an outsider and accused of being wicked by other servants
because of her black skin. Despite this, Bakhita proves to be generous to everyone she
encounters even iftey have wronged her. Befriending a priest, she discovers a life of
hope and religious support. The hardest hurdle Bakhita has to overcome is that of
acquiring her freedom to help others.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. It is not always easy to help others wkeem different than usWhat can the Bible
teach us about overcoming these prejudices based on fear?

3. How can we be more like Bakhita and work to forgive those who have victimized others
and help them see a life of dignity and respect for others?

4. Sanetimes we have to make sacrifices and do thingswg @i f A1 S Ay 2NR
others. \\hat are some realistic sacrifices we can make in our daily lives to help the fight
against human trafficking?

(7))

o Not My Life
SYNOPSI$his film documentthe evil of human trafficking across the globe. There is a
specific focus on child exploitation in forced labor, servitude, begging, sex trafficking, and
soldier recruitment.

11




DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. If we suspect human traffickirig occurring in oucommunities whatactions can we
take as bystanders thadre both safe and effective?

2. What are some ways that we can provide communities better access to law
enforcement and anthuman trafficking resources?
3. How can we improve conflict areas so that victims are less vulnerable to exploitation?

Food Chains:

SYNOPSIi&ow many times a day do you think about where your food comes from?
Food Chains brings to light the struggle of Florida farmworkers as they fight the monopoly
on the supermarket industry. Whitee demandfor organic and environmentally friendly
crops gaisincreasingpopularity, little attention is brought to the workers who actually
make this food possible. Many fieldworkers experieagploitationand low wagesThis

film helps expose thdark side of the food we put on odinnertable. The specific gup

we see in this film is the Coalition of Imnmokalee Workers in South Florida asdhnketo
protect the dignity of farmworkers.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. How can we as consumers help make a difference in the exploitation of farmworkers?
2. What are some things we should lasking ofsupermarkes and food supplierso
ensure all humans are treated with dignity and respect?

3. How can we bring up ¢hconversation of farmworker exploitation around our own
dinner table?

4. How can we relate th national issue to the global issue of labor trafficking?

&
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CNS photo/Nabil Mounzer, EPA
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Prayer Card
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